
THE LAZY PERSON’S GUIDE TO THE

 VISIT TO JAPAN AND KOREA

APRIL 9 TO APRIL 30, 2016

The travel document to which these pages relate is http://web.utk.edu/~rmagid/Japan2016.pdf   For the

person who has better things to do than to read all of that 60-page, 45,000-word manuscript, here are

some of the most significant highlights (or lowlights, depending on your point of view).

Picasa web site for digital pictures   http://picasaweb.google.com/ronmagid 

p. 2

Airplane flights

pp. 2-5, 57-60

Hotels

pp. 6ff (W estin Miyako Kyoto), 35ff (Shangri-La Tokyo), 46ff (Hotel Associa Takayama), 52ff (ANA

Crowne Plaza Kanazawa), 56ff (Hilton Narita Tokyo) 

Restaurants

pp. 6, 9, 11, 13, 14, 16, 18, 29, 32, 35, 37, 38, 39, 40, 44, 46, 48, 51, 52, 53, 54, 56

Destinations

Tauck: Kyoto, Sakaiminato, Busan (South Korea), Nagasak i, Kagoshima, Uwajim a, Hiroshima, 

Tamano, Naoshima, Kurashiki, Osaka, Tokyo 

Windows to Japan: Tokyo, Takayama, Kanazawa

Tour directors (Tauck)

p. 6 (and many many other places) Tim Lentz, Elise Lentz, Charlie Watson, Michael Soncina

Local tour guides

Tauck: Junko (pp. 10, 11, 13, 14, 15, 20, 22, 27, 36, 49), Koto (pp. 19, 28, 33), Grace (p. 23), Yukiko

(p. 24), Michiko (pp. 26, 32), Amy (p. 29), Kubo (p. 33), Maimie (p. 33), Nobuko (pp. 34, 39)

Windows to Japan: Hiro (pp. 40-55)

Non-disclosure of Tauck passenger names

p. 5

The cruise ship Le Soléal (owned by Compagnie du Ponant)

p. 17ff

Geography of Japan

pp. 16-17

Japanese history (a very brief account)

p. 12

Japanese religions (Shintoism and Buddhism)

pp. 37-38

Pun alerts

pp. 15, 26, 27, 33, (51), 60

Attempts at humor and jokes

On every page, even if you don't agree

Buddhist Temples and Shinto Shrines

pp. 8, 10, 11, 12, 15, 28, 29, 39-40, 46, 48, 51

http://web.utk.edu/~rmagid/Japan2016.pdf


2

Art museums and galleries

pp. 21, 33, 41, 46, 53, 54, 55

Other museums

pp. 20, 23, 25, 26, 30-31, 33, 39, 41, 46, 53, 54

Gardens

pp. 21, 23, 25, 26, 28, 31, 39, 51, 54

Castles

pp. 15, 20, 51

Observations (charitable and un-) about people, their customs, etc.

pp. 9, 13, 31, 50, 55, 57-58

Ugly Americans and Europeans

pp. 4, 43, 49, 50, 59

Shoe removal (again and again and ...)

pp. 7-8, 10, 12, 14, 15, 19, 20, 28, 29, 33, 41, 46, 47, 48, 51, 52, 54

Climbing seemingly endless stairs

pp. 12,16, 20, 25, 27, 47, 56

Broken English (spoken or written) by Japanese 

pp. 8, 14, 27, 28, 35, 42, 46, 47, 50, 51, 52, 54, 55

Japanese abbreviations and shorthand

pp. 15, 32

High-tech toilets

pp. 9, 15, 18, 26, 36, 53

Professional baseball in Japan (overview)

pp. 19-20

A baseball game at the Tokyo Dome

pp. 41-44

Sumo wrestlers, geishas, and geikos

pp. 10-11, 14, 40, 51-52, 60

Trouble with demagnetized door keys and recalcitrant safe deposit boxes

pp. 16, 18-19, 22, 25-26, 31

The art of the bow (in Japan and Korea)

pp. 3, 8, 13, 14, 52

Food markets, arcades, malls

pp. 11, 23, 28, 36-37, 47, 51

KitKat bars

pp. 31, 32, 47

Foods that can kill

pp. 32, 34

Origin of the name Shangri-La

p. 36
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The bullet train

pp. 35, 40, 45, 55, 56

Nautical miles (a learned exposition, guaranteed to obfuscate)

p. 19

Cabotage (the law of the sea) (ditto above)

p. 22

Allergies to pollen from cedar, alder, pine, and every other type of flora

pp. 1, 2, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 11, 15, 19, 21, 22, 23, 25, 32, 39, 40, 58

A visit to a Japanese medical clinic and physician

pp. 7-8

Sake and shÇchã distillery tours

pp. 27, 47-48

References to  Brooklyn (yay!), the Dodgers (yay!), and the hated New York Yankees (boo!)

p. 5, 31, 39, 42-43

Earthquakes

pp. 21, 37

Taxi rides

pp. 11, 14, 15, 53

A rant about having to pack chargers and cables for our "toys"

pp. 44-45

W hy we chicken out of staying in a ryokan

p. 49-50

Gratuitous references to Donald J. Trump

pp. 18, 21, 22, 23, 36, 50, 58

Dave Barry from Dave Barry Does Japan

pp. 7, 9, 30, 49-50

Bill Bryson from A Short History of Nearly Everything

pp. 1, 3, 5, 37, 59

Reading

Kindle e-book: Michael Cunningham The Hours; Bill Bryson A Short History of Nearly Everything

Magazines: many issues of TIME, The New Yorker, The Progressive, and Yale Alumni Magazine
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