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Government and Opposition in the Argentine
Congress, 1989-2007: Understanding Inter-Party
Dynamics through Roll Call Vote Analysis

Mark P. Jones, Wonjae Hwang, and Juan Pablo Micozzi

Abstract: This article employs roll call vote data and Bayesian ideal point
estimation to examine inter-party dynamics in the Argentine Chamber of
Deputies between 1989 and 2007. It highlights the presence in the Argentine
Congress of a strong government vs. opposition dimension as well as identi-
fies the relative position on this dimension, vis-a-vis the governing party, of
the most prominent non-governing parties. Special attention is paid to the
evolution of inter-party legislative dynamics during Argentina’s brief experi-
ence with coalition government (1999-2001) and to party behavior in the
Chamber during the final two years of President Néstor Kirchner’s term in
office (2005-07).
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