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What is Standard & Poor’s COMPUSTAT®

data?

Standard & Poor’s Institutional Market Services, a division of The McGraw-
Hill Companies, is the premier supplier of financial information and produces a
variety of databases and software products for institutional investors, and
financial and corporate clients.

Standard & Poor’s COMPUSTAT is a database of financial, statistical, and
market information.  It provides more than 340 annual and 120 quarterly
Income Statement, Balance Sheet, Flow of Funds, and supplemental data items
on more than 10,000 active and 9,700 inactive companies.  With
COMPUSTAT, you can customize the data output for virtually any financial
application.

COMPUSTAT data is unique in that it is standardized by financial statement
and by specific item definition.  Standardizing the data ensures that
comparability exists among similar types of data items as well as financial
results in current and prior time frames.

Several COMPUSTAT files are available in both annual and quarterly formats.
The population between annual and quarterly files may not be the same.  In
most instances this is because an initial public offering may report quarterly
data prior to annual data being available.  The industrial annual formats offer
both historical and restated data.  The industrial quarterly formats offer restated
data as reported by the company.  The restated data allows analysts to compare
current and prior years’ results on a comparable basis and determine financial
trends and growth rates.  For most companies, annual and quarterly data is
available for a maximum of 20 years and 48 quarters.

COMPUSTAT Documentation

As part of your subscription, you receive complete product documentation.  In
addition to this technical guide and the COMPUSTAT User’s Guide, you
receive client communications including changes to technical specifications
and product enhancements.  You may also request regularly scheduled
COMPUSTAT Status Reports that are in an electronic format.

What’s in this Guide?
This guide is intended primarily for programmers and data processing
personnel.  Included are field specifications for annual and quarterly files for
COMPUSTAT, COMPUSTAT Business Information, and COMPUSTAT
Prices, Dividends, and Earnings (PDE).  Field specifications for COMPUSTAT
Additional Files are also available.

COMPUSTAT files are available through File Transfer Protocol (FTP) in
either the IBM or Character ASCII format.  Refer to the appropriate chapter for
the formats available for each specific file.

Contents Complete table of contents for this guide.
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Customer Support Information

Standard & Poor’s is renowned for its commitment to product quality and customer
service.  Any time you have questions about COMPUSTAT data or file formats, you
will find our Customer Support Department to be an important resource.

Staffed by a team of dedicated professionals, our Customer Support Department
can assist you any time between 7 a.m. and 6 p.m. (MST), Monday - Friday, at
(800) 523-4534.  To direct your call more efficiently, our toll-free customer
phone line is menu-activated.  If you have a touch-tone phone, press 2 for
assistance.  If you have a rotary phone, hold for an operator.

Important Telephone Numbers
•  Customer Support Department (800) 523-4534

•  Customer Support FAX (303) 721-4432

•  Sales Inquiries (800) 525-8640

•  International +44 208 543-2555

•  International FAX +44 208 545-6292

You may also contact your Standard & Poor’s Account Representative at any of
the following locations:

Standard & Poor’s
Institutional Market
Services

7400 South Alton Court
Englewood, CO  80112
(800) 525-8640
www.compustat.com

European Office Wimbledon Bridge House
1 Hartfield Road
London SW19 3RU
United Kingdom
+44 208 543-2555

Standard & Poor’s Institutional Market Services Sales Offices:

Boston, MA (800) 532-2763

Chicago, IL (800) 356-8552

New York, NY (212) 438-3200

San Francisco, CA (415) 981-8660

Toronto, Ontario,
Canada

(416) 682-7316
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Ordering COMPUSTAT Products

You can order COMPUSTAT products by calling your Standard & Poor’s
Account Representative or the Customer Support Department at
(800) 523-4534.  If you are a new customer, please specify your FTP
requirements to include the following information:

� Type of computer or operating system

� Format (IBM 360/370 General or ASCII)

� Method of delivery:  File Transfer Protocol (FTP)

� Files you want to order

� Cut-off date or automatic file format delivery

� Your company’s shipping address and contact phone number

Quality Control

Standard & Poor’s maintains data quality through a series of rigorous validity
and quality control measures. Several steps of manual and computer validity
processing are used to ensure high-quality standards of accuracy and timeliness
in the COMPUSTAT database.

Canadian Companies

Canadian Annual, Canadian Quarterly, and Canadian PDE are available in
Canadian dollars only.

Returning Tapes

Within 30 days of delivery of new tapes, please return the older set of tapes (by
Parcel Post or 4th Class Mail) to the following address:

Standard & Poor’s Institutional Market Services
Attn:  PRODUCTION/DISTRIBUTION
7400 South Alton Court
Englewood, CO  80112–2394

Subscription Agreement

In addition to your current set of files, you may retain a backup set of files from
the previous production cycle.  Within 30 days of delivery of the new files,
please purge the older set of files.

Per your subscription agreement, all proprietary rights and interests in the
COMPUSTAT & S&P IMS Databases are owned by Standard & Poor’s
Institutional Market Services and/or its third-party suppliers.  If you
discontinue your subscription, all COMPUSTAT data, information and related
documentation must be deleted from the databases in your data storage
facilities.


